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This symposium is designed to 

promote an exchange of ideas on 

healthcare disparities and their  

impact on organ and tissue  

donation. National and local experts 

highlight ways to engage physicians, 

health professionals and community  

leaders to become champions in  

saving lives. Presenters examine  

the roles and responsibilities of  

professional and public education  

to encourage strategies to increase  

the number of organs available for  

transplantation and to promote  

healthier communities.

Let’s celebrate this 12th Annual 

Kountz • Callender • Drew as it  

connects the message of organ  

donation and transplantation with 

the movement and mystery of mind, 

body, and spirit as one.

— Remonia Chapman

12th ANNUAL
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SAMUEL L. KOUNTZ, MD (1930 –1981)
One of the pioneering kidney transplant specialists in the country, Samuel Kountz was born on  
October 30, 1930 in Lexa, Arkansas. He graduated in 1952 from the Agricultural, Mechanical and  
Normal College of Arkansas and obtained a chemistry degree from the University of Arkansas. With 
the backing of Senator J. W. Fulbright, he won a scholarship to the University of Arkansas Medical 
School, becoming the first African American to study there. 

While training at the Stanford Medical Center, he discovered that large doses of methylprednisolone 
stopped the rejection of transplanted kidneys. In addition, Kountz performed the first kidney  
transplant between patients who were not identical twins in 1964. This transplant, between a mother 
and a daughter, made kidney transplants possible for thousands of ailing patients. In the following 
eight years, 5,000 kidney transplants were performed. 

At the University of California in 1967, Kountz and colleague Folker Belzer produced a machine capable of preserving donated human 
kidneys for more than two days while they were delivered to a suitable recipient. 

Dr. Kountz died on December 23, 1981 at the age of 51.

Photo of Dr. Samuel Kountz used courtesy of the UCSF Archives & Special Collections, Photograph Collection, Portraits, Kountz.

CLIVE O. CALLENDER, MD, FACS
Dr. Clive O. Callender is the senior African American Transplant Surgeon in the United States. He is  
a transplant pioneer who helped develop the first minority directed dialysis and transplant center and  
histocompatibility and immunogenic laboratory in the country.

Callender received his Bachelor of Science degree from Hunter College in New York City. He received 
his doctorate in medicine from Meharry Medical College in Nashville, Tennessee, in 1963. After  
completing a series of residencies, Callender returned to Howard University Hospital in 1968 to  
become chief resident and later became an instructor at Howard University. 

In 1971, he received a postdoctoral fellowship through the National Institutes of Health (NIH) to  
study organ transplant medicine. In 1973, Callender earned the rank of assistant professor at Howard 
University and founded the Howard University Hospital Transplant Center. In 1991, he founded the 

National Minority Organ Tissue Transplant Education Program (MOTTEP). He is the author of numerous publications and a national 
spokesperson as it relates to minority donation and transplantation. Callender serves as a participant on the White House Physicians 
Forum on Health Reform.

Photo of Dr. Clive Callender © National MOTTEP.

CHARLES R. DREW, MD (1904 –1950)
Dr. Charles Drew was a pioneer in the field of blood plasma preservation. Born in Washington, D.C.,  
he earned a BA from Amherst College in 1926, a medical certificate from Montreal’s McGill  
University in 1933 and a doctorate in medical science from Columbia University in 1940. While  
studying at Columbia, he theorized that blood plasma could replace whole blood in transfusions 
because of its long shelf life. 

During the early days of World War II, Drew became project supervisor of a joint American Red Cross 
and Blood Transfusion Betterment Association (BTBA) program to supply war-torn Great Britain with 
plasma. By January 1941, Drew’s efforts proved so successful that Britain no longer needed American 
blood. Shortly thereafter, he briefly served as assistant director in a project supported by the Red 
Cross, the National Research Council, BTBA and U.S. armed forces. 

Previous historical accounts have considered Drew’s resignation of his directorship in March 1941 as a protest against a Red Cross and 
military edict that ordered blood supplies be separated by race. Although evidence suggests that Drew voiced displeasure at the 
racial mandate, his departure was also shaped by the desire to pursue a surgical and teaching career at Howard University. Drew died 
in an automobile accident in 1950.

Photo of Dr. Charles Drew used courtesy of the Moorland-Spingarn Research Center.

PIONEERS IN MEDICINE
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AGENDA

7:45 – 8:00 a.m.	 Morning coffee

8:00 – 8:15 a.m.	 WELCOME
	 Opening Video Children’s Hospital of Michigan — Erika Dudley

	 Moderator
	 Jason Denny, MD, Henry Ford Transplant Institute, Children’s Hospital of Michigan

	� Remonia Chapman, BS, MDiv, DMin, Director, MOTTEP, Public Education and Community 
Relations, Gift of Life Michigan

	 Kathy Donovan, MSN, RN, NE-BC, CEO, Children’s Hospital of Michigan

	� Dorrie Dils, RN, BSN, MHA, CPTC, President, Chief Executive Officer,  
Gift of Life Michigan

8:15 – 8:30 a.m.	 Connect to Purpose
	� Dayja Foster, BBA, Student Affairs Professional, Ball State University, CEO, Pink Daisy  

Hair Care, Kidney Recipient

	 Connect to Purpose
	 LaWanda Harper-McClendon, MSW, Parent-Son Heart Recipient (Benjamin)

8:30 – 8:45 a.m.	 The Role of Mindfulness and Meditation for Well Being
	 Cindy Bjorkquist, BA, MS, Director, Well-Being, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan

	� Marissa Jarrett, MA Edu, CHES, Virtual Well-Being Coordinator, Blue Cross Blue Shield  
of Michigan

8:45 – 9:15 a.m.	 The Be Blessed Model: A Soul Determining Framework for Good Health
	� Clive Callender, MD, D Sc, FACS, Founder, National MOTTEP, Professor of Surgery,  

Howard University

9:15 – 10:00 a.m.	 What is Mental Health?
	 Sarah Scantamburlo, MSW, MS, PA-C, Psychiatric Physician Assistant, CNS Healthcare

10:00 – 10:15 a.m.	 BREAK

10:15 – 11:00 a.m.	� Pediatric Organ Transplantation: Mental Health Considerations,  
Challenges and Solutions

	 Jocelyn McCrae, PhD, LP, Clinical Psychologist, Children’s Hospital of Michigan

11:00 – 11:45 a.m.	 Understanding Living Donation from Psychological Perspective
	� Darshit Bakhai, LMSW, Independent Living Donor Advocate & Living Donor Social Worker, 

Michigan Medicine

Thursday  •  March 17, 2022  •  8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
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AGENDA

11:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.	 LUNCH

12:15 – 1:00 p.m.	 Mental Health Matters: Spiritual Care
	� Mark Feldbush, D Min, ACPE-CE, BCC, Chaplain Education Coordinator,  

Nationwide Children’s Hospital 

1:00 – 1:45 p.m.	 �What is all this Talk About Self-care Anyway? 
Strategies for Navigating how to care for Patients & Ourselves

	� Danielle R. Busby, PhD, Co-Founder, Vice President of Professional Relations for Black 
Mental, Wellness Corporation, Assistant Professor, University of Texas Medical Branch

1:45 – 2:00 p.m.	 BREAK

2:00 – 2:30 p.m.	 Mental Health Crisis Short Term Effects of COVID-19
	 Deanna Sklarski, LMSW, Kidney Transplant Social Worker, Beaumont Health System

2:30 – 3:00 p.m.	 Mental Health Crisis Long Term Effects of COVID-19
	 Maria Olsowy, LMSW, CCTSW, Transplant Social Worker, Ascension St. John Health

3:00 – 4:15 p.m.	 Mental Health Touchpoints Along the Transplant Journey

	 Moderator
	 Anita Moncrease, MD, MPH, Wayne State University School of Medicine

	 Panelists
	� Darla Granger, MD, MBA, Section Chief Transplant, Vice Chair, Dept of Surgery,  

Ascension St. John Health

	 Patricia Berberet, RN, BSC, CCTC, Transplant Coordinator, Michigan Medicine

	 Meghan Zechmeister, LMSW, Renal Social Worker, Children’s Hospital of Michigan

	� Artelia Griggs, MS (MT-ASCP), Donor Family Council, Detroit MOTTEP Foundation — 
Board of Directors

	 Rita L. Jordan, CPC, CCSP, Director of Advance Planning, O.H. Pye, III Funeral Home

	 Sibyl Glenn, BRE, MA, Chaplain, Family Services Coordinator, Gift of Life Michigan

	 Vernon Tounsel, BS, Kidney Recipient

4:15 – 4:30 p.m.	 Closing/MC Recap — Closing Video

Thursday  •  March 17, 2022  •  8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
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Darshit Bakhai, LMSW
Darshit Bakhai has an undergraduate 
degree in health and human services with a 
concentration in community mental health 
and a master’s degree in social work from 
State University of New York at Buffalo. 
He has been practicing as a medical social 
worker since 2010.

He has worked as a living donor social worker and independent 
living donor advocate at Michigan Medicine since September 
2016. He enjoys performing the various responsibilities of his 
role, including psychosocial assessment, patient education, 
inpatient and post care, patient assistance and supportive 
services, grief support and program development to enhance 
successful outcomes for donors. He is also closely involved in 
representing living donors through quality improvement and 
CQI committees.

Darshit previously lived in Buffalo, NY, and worked initially as 
a dialysis social worker at Erie County Medical Center (ECMC) 
before transitioning to a medical social worker with the Kidney 
and Pancreas Transplant Program.

Patricia Berberet, RN, BSC, CCTC
Patricia Berberet has had a lengthy career 
with Michigan Medicine and currently  
works as a transplant coordinator in the  
transplant center. She previously worked 
on the in-patient transplant unit, helping 
patients recover from kidney, liver and  
pancreas transplants.

Cindy Bjorkquist, MS
With more than 35 years of experience in 
various roles in the health and well-being  
industry, Cindy Bjorkquist has worked  
directly in health care for the past  
22 years. In her current position as director 
of Well-Being at Blue Cross Blue Shield,  
she is responsible for the delivery of  

member- and employer-facing well-being programs and also 
speaks nationally on well-being strategy and program  
development. Prior to coming to Blue Cross, Cindy held 
positions within a health system, academia, and a consulting 
company, specializing in worksite program development  
and evaluation.

She earned a bachelor’s degree in exercise physiology and 
biology from Spring Arbor University and holds a master’s  
degree in kinesiology with a double major in biology and  
exercise in sports science from Michigan State University.

Among her most cherished accomplishments: her two sons, 
who are third generation MSU grads, and her rushed climb of 
Mt. Hood before the onset of an electrical storm.

Danielle R. Busby, PhD
Dr. Danielle Busby is a licensed clinical  
psychologist in the states of Michigan 
and Texas and co-founder of Black Mental 
Wellness Corporation. Dr. Busby was born in 
Detroit and raised in Southfield, MI.  
She received her bachelor’s degree from 
the University of Michigan, and her master’s 

and Ph.D. in clinical psychology from George Washington  
University. Additionally, she completed a postdoctoral  
fellowship at Michigan Medicine in the Department of  
Psychiatry, where she was an award recipient of the National 
Institute of Mental Health’s Research Supplement to Promote 
Diversity in Health-Related Research. Currently, she is an  
assistant professor at Baylor College of Medicine, Texas  
Children’s Hospital in Houston, TX, where she resides.

Dr. Busby’s expertise includes child trauma, suicide risk  
assessment and intervention, and decreasing barriers to care 
among underserved patient populations. Dr. Busby works with 
a team of change makers with her company, Black Mental  
Wellness Corporation (www.blackmentalwellness.com).  
Black Mental Wellness is a corporation founded by clinical 
psychologists who, through their training and expertise, 
recognized the need for culturally competent professionals to 
collaborate and address mental health issues that are prevalent 
and unique to experiences of Black people.

Clive O. Callender, MD, DSc, FACS
Dr. Clive O. Callender is a professor of  
surgery at Howard University College  
of Medicine.

In 1973, Dr. Callender helped develop  
the first minority-directed dialysis and  
transplant center and histocompatibility  
and immunogenetic laboratory in the  

United States. In 1991, Dr. Callender founded the National  
Minority Organ Tissue Transplant Education Program 
(MOTTEP) to increase minority donation rates nationally.

Dr. Callender’s media appearances have included the Oprah 
Show and the CBS Evening News. Dr. Callender has spoken at 
more than 1,000 meetings or forums about transplantation and 
has authored over 150 scientific publications.

FEATURED SPEAKERS
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Remonia Chapman, BS, MDiv, DMin
Remonia A. Chapman is the program  
director for the Gift of Life Minority Organ  
Tissue Transplant Education Program 
(MOTTEP), past president of the Association 
for Multicultural Affairs in Transplantation 
(AMAT) and director of Public Education  
& Community Outreach at Gift of Life  

Michigan. Under Remonia’ s leadership, Gift of Life MOTTEP 
and the Detroit MOTTEP Foundation have received national 
awards for increasing organ donation awareness and rates in 
Michigan. National MOTTEP has honored Gift of Life MOTTEP 
as a model program because of its community collaborations, 
partnerships, and community empowerment.

Remonia earned a bachelor’s degree in biology and  
psychology from Wayne State University. She has also  
completed post-graduate health education programs at  
Wayne State University and Case Western Reserve University 
School of Medicine. She has completed graduate studies at  
Ecumenical Theological Seminary in Detroit, Leadership 
Detroit, Class XXXIII and Harvard University’s Divinity School. 
Remonia is a minister and member at Hartford Memorial  
Baptist Church in Detroit.

Jason Denny, MD
Dr. Jason Denny has been a senior staff 
surgeon at the Henry Ford Transplant  
Institute since 2005. He received his  
bachelor’s degree from the State University 
of New York at Stony Brook and his medical 
degree from Mount Sinai School of  
Medicine in New York. Dr. Denny is licensed 

to practice medicine in Ohio, Michigan, and New York. He has 
been involved in professional organizations, including the  
National Medical Association and the American Medical  
Association since 1992. Dr. Denny has also been involved with 
the American Society of Transplant Surgeons since 2004. He 
has received numerous honors and awards throughout his 
career, including at the Advances in Organ Transplantation 
Conference in Irving, TX, in 2004. Dr. Denny continues to  
expand his research, publications, and presentations in both 
renal and pancreas transplantation. He is the past chair of the 
Detroit MOTTEP Foundation.

Dorrie Dils, RN, BSN, MHA, CPTC
Dorrie Dils is the president and chief  
executive officer of Gift of Life Michigan,  
the state’s federally designated organ 
procurement program. Dils has been CEO 
at Gift of Life since August 2016, after more 
than 25 years of organ procurement  
experience at Lifeline of Ohio, where she 

served in an array of positions, including chief clinical executive. 
She began her career as a nurse in trauma and surgical  
intensive care units, holds a master’s degree in healthcare  
administration and has been active in national groups,  
including the Association of Organ Procurement Organizations, 
the United Network for Organ Sharing and the U.S. Health  
Resources and Services Administration. She is just the fourth 
CEO of Gift of Life Michigan, which was founded in 1971.

Kathy Donovan, MSN, RN, NE-B
Kathy Donovan is chief executive officer at 
Children’s Hospital of Michigan. She has 
more than a decade’s worth of experience 
in healthcare administration. She joined 
Children’s Hospital of Michigan after serving 
as chief operating officer and chief nursing 
officer at SSM Health Cardinal Glennon 

Children’s Hospital in St. Louis, MO.

Kathy has been a nurse for nearly 30 years, with most of her 
professional career spent in the field of women and child health 
services. She spent 25 years with BJC Healthcare at St. Louis 
Children’s Hospital. Her clinical background includes pediatric 
critical care, emergency medicine, and flight nursing. She held 
multiple leadership positions for St. Louis Children’s Hospital 
including director of Emergency Services.

Kathy has a background in operations, patient care and is 
considered a strong leader in driving growth and building 
physician relations. She was instrumental in providing direction 
and oversight of major capital improvement and construction 
projects, operations, strategy development and designated  
patient care/ancillary services. She also played a key role  
helping Cardinal Glennon achieve the MAGNET designation  
for nursing excellence for the first time. Prior to Cardinal  
Glennon, she was the chief operating officer at Sunrise  
Children’s Hospital in Las Vegas.

Kathy earned a Master of Science in Nursing from the Goldfarb 
School of Nursing at Barnes Jewish College, and a Bachelor  
of Science in Nursing from Missouri Baptist College,  
both in St. Louis. She’s affiliated with the American Association 
of Nurse Executives and the American College of  
Healthcare Executives.

FEATURED SPEAKERS
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FEATURED SPEAKERS
Mark Feldbush, D Min, ACPE-CE, BCC 
Mark Feldbush is a certified educator with 
ACPE and a board-certified chaplain with 
the Association of Professional Chaplains. 
He has 25 years of ministry experience as a 
clinical pastoral educator, hospital chaplain, 
and congregational pastor. Mark began  
his certified educator training at Saint  

Elizabeth’s Hospital, a mental health hospital in Washington 
DC. Since August 2020, Mark has served as a chaplain  
education coordinator at Nationwide Children’s Hospital in  
Columbus, OH. Mark and his wife, Becky, have two adult 
daughters and two lovable dogs. Mark is an avid music fan  
and lover of the arts.

Dayja Foster, BA
Dayja Foster’s life was changed six years 
ago, when she received a kidney transplant  
from an anonymous donor. She has gone 
on to pursue her dreams, receiving her 
bachelor’s degree in communication from 
Oakland University and creating her own 
company, Pink Daisy Hair Care. She is 

currently a student affairs professional at Ball State University, 
where she is pursuing a master’s degree in organizational and 
professional communication development.

Sibyl Glenn, BRE, MA
Sibyl Glenn is an ordained minister with 
Power of Faith International Ministries, 
providing spiritual support and instruction 
for living one’s full potential through Zoom 
classes with a focus on life skills.

She has served as a staff chaplain with 
Ascension Health for 20 years, with a focus 

on trauma and providing spiritual and emotional support to 
children and adults who survived human trafficking, domestic 
violence, gun violence and grief.

Sibyl has facilitated community grief support groups with  
Open Arms, a trauma and grief support service, and provided 
support for people who have experienced the death of a  
loved one from COVID. She now serves as a family service  
coordinator with Gift of Life Michigan.

Darla Granger, MD, MBA
Dr. Darla Granger is the section chief of 
Transplant, and vice chair of the  
Department of Surgery with Ascension 
Health System as well as a clinical associate 
professor at the Wayne State University 
School of Medicine.  Dr. Granger is a  
graduate of the University of Minnesota 

Medical School, where she completed her surgical  
residency and training in transplantation, immunology, and 
surgical infections.

She is board-certified in General Surgery and a Fellow of the 
American College of Surgeons.

Dr. Granger is an active member in the American Society of 
Transplant Surgeons as well as other transplant societies.  
She serves on the Michigan Governing Board for Gift of Life 
Michigan and participates with the Donate Life Coalition of 
Michigan, seeking to increase organ donation in Michigan.  
Dr. Granger has spoken all over the world on new  
immunosuppressive medications. The Consumer Research 
Council has repeatedly named Dr. Granger one of America’s 
Top Surgeons. She has been voted a “Top Doc” by Hour  
Detroit magazine.

Artelia Griggs, MS (MT-ASCP)
Artelia is a native Detroiter and graduate of 
Cass Technical High School. She attended 
and received degrees from Central State 
University in Wilberforce, Ohio, and Wayne 
State University in medical technology and 
in management. Artelia spent more than 
40 years in clinical laboratory management. 

She retired in 2013 from the Detroit Medical Center.

Artelia’s daughter, Angela Yvonne, was an eye and tissue 
donor when she passed away in 2010. Since then, Artelia has 
been very active in the donation and transplant community. 
She serves on the Detroit MOTTEP Foundation board and the 
Michigan Donor Family Council and is a volunteer for Gift of 
Life Michigan.

LaWanda Harper-McClendon, BSW
LaWanda McClendon received her BSW 
from Prairie View A&M University in Texas. 
She went through the advanced standing 
master’s social work program from Wayne 
State University, where she received her 
master’s degree in social work. LaWanda 
is currently the director for MI-Adolescent 

Pregnancy and Parenting Program at Pathways Academy  
Charter School in Detroit. She provides support and counseling 
to expectant mothers and young parents 13 to 19 years of age. 
Additionally, she links students to appropriate health services 
and community resources. LaWanda is committed to making  
a difference in the lives of individuals she serves in the  
community and where she works.
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FEATURED SPEAKERS
LaWanda is the wife of Kevin McClendon Sr. They have three 
children: Kevin Jr.,  Brooklyn, and  Benjamin. Benjamin received 
a new heart when he was 4 months old. The McClendons hope 
sharing their son’s story will help families and individuals be  
encouraged to rediscover their faith and be an advocate for 
their families. The McClendons are ambassadors for the  
March of Dimes 2022.

Marissa Jarrett, MA, EDU, CHES
Marissa Jarrett has more than 26 years of  
experience working in the health and 
well-being industry, beginning as a certified 
group fitness instructor and personal trainer. 
Her passion for health and fitness earned 
her the title of the 1997 Mid-Michigan 
Overall Women’s Bodybuilding Champion. 

In her current position as the co-host of the Virtual Well-Being 
program at Blue Cross, she leads weekly guided meditations 
and educates others on various well-being topics and  
mindfulness strategies so they can enjoy a thriving life. Prior to 
coming to Blue Cross, Marissa served as the general manager 
and wellness director for a Michigan-based fitness center.

Marissa graduated from Central Michigan University with a 
bachelor’s degree in community health development and  
a master’s degree in education for curriculum and  
instructional design. She is also a certified mindfulness and 
meditation teacher. She enjoys spending time with her family, 
her two young grandchildren, exercising and sailing.

Rita L. Jordan, CPC, CCSP
Rita Jordan works with the O. H. Pye, III  
Funeral Home as director of advance  
planning and is a certified licensed life and 
variable products agent through the State of 
Michigan, appointed with National Guardian 
Life Insurance Company. She is responsible 
for community outreach and marketing the 

benefits of prearranged funeral and burial insurance. She is also 
a client services advisor, assisting families with making funeral 
arrangements, Medicaid spend downs, and securing funding 
from the Department of Human Services, Crime Victims and 
Veteran Benefits.

Jocelyn McCrae, PhD, LP
Dr. Jocelyn McCrae is clinical assistant  
professor in the Department of  
Psychiatry and Behavioral Neurosciences  
at the Wayne State University School of 
Medicine. She is clinical faculty in the 
APA-approved pre-doctoral clinical  
psychology internship program at Children’s 

Hospital of Michigan. Dr. McCrae provides pediatric patient 
care, clinical research, teaching, and supervision in the  
university pediatric setting. She continues to work with  
community organizations to promote the mental well-being of 
children and adolescents living with chronic physical illness.

Anita Moncrease, MD, MPH
Dr. Anita Moncrease is the president of 
Moncrease & Associates, LLC, and professor  
of Pediatrics at Wayne State University 
School of Medicine (WSUSOM) in Detroit, 
Michigan, and the historian of Hartford  
Memorial Baptist Church in Detroit.

Dr. Moncrease is a native Detroiter. She 
graduated from Detroit’s Northwestern High School, Michigan 
State University (with a Bachelor of Science in Medical  
Technology and a Bachelor of Arts in Urban Development) 
a medical degree from the Wayne State University School of 
Medicine and a master’s degree in Public Health from Harvard 
University. She is past chairperson of the Detroit MOTTEP 
Foundation and Gift of Life Michigan Advisory Board.

Maria Olsowy, LMSW, CCTSW
Maria Olsowy is a transplant social worker 
at Ascension St. John health system, where 
she assesses recipients and living donors 
for kidney transplants. She recently became 
certified as a clinical transplant social  
worker. She graduated from Wayne State 
University with a master’s degree in social 

work. During her career she has worked in various areas, with 
the past 21 years in medical social work. Her personal areas of 
interest are social justice and advocacy. When she is not  
working, she enjoys reading and spending time with her family.

Sarah Scantamburlo, MSW, MS, PA-C
Sarah Scantamburlo is a multiple-modality 
transplant recipient. Sarah understands the 
unique nature of working with people that 
have “invisible diseases.” With five years of 
experience as a dialysis social worker and 
more than a decade working in community 
mental health as a psychiatric physician 

assistant, she aptly identifies and cultivates the strengths  
identified within each patient she meets. She works with  
children through geriatrics, where art and science have a  
synergic relationship to try and impart the highest level of care.
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Deanna Sklarski, LMSW
Deanna Sklarski graduated with a medical 
social worker degree from Wayne State 
University in 1990, and then started her 
career at Beaumont Hospital, Royal Oak as a 
member of the maternal child health team. 
In 2007, she started working on the Inpatient 
Rehabilitation Unit, where she remained  

until November of 2020. She is currently a transplant social 
worker at Beaumont, Royal Oak.

Vernon Tounsel, BS
Vernon Tounsel is a senior broadcast traffic 
manager with Leo Burnett/Martin Retail 
group in Troy, MI. As a broadcast media  
professional, Vernon works with local  
television stations, sports teams and  
automotive companies. Vernon celebrated  
his one-year anniversary of his kidney 

transplant in October of 2021. Vernon has been married to his 
beautiful wife, Traci, for six years. He is an active member of 
the Pontiac chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. and very 
active with his church, where he serves as a leader for the men’s 
group. Vernon is a die-hard Detroit sports team fan.

Vernon is a graduate of Eastern Michigan University. He loves 
volunteering and educating the community regarding organ 
and tissue donation and increasing the organ donor registry.

Meghan Zechmeister, LMSW
Meghan Zechmeister has been a  
clinical (renal) social worker with Children’s 
Hospital of Michigan since April, 2018. 
She attends outpatient clinics for chronic 
kidney disease, dialysis, pre-transplant, 
post-transplant, and general nephrology 
to assist families with their psychosocial 

barriers. Meghan provides services to families as part of a 
multidisciplinary team based on the Center for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services regulations. She attends multidisciplinary 
rounds for post-transplant patients during transplant admission 
and addresses any psychosocial barriers for the family. Meghan 
assists with researching quality of life for pediatric dialysis 
patients, completes quality of life questionnaires with patients 
and their guardians, writes literature review for future study, 
analyzes data and completes the results section.

A reception was held on March 16 at 
5:30 p.m. to recognize all the people 
who helped make this year’s symposium  
a success. Thank you to all!

The evening featured performances by 
Artistry of a Black Flower.

Artistry of a Black Flower is a moving collective of  
healing artists that explore trauma, addiction, and  
mental illness through the sounds of music and rhythm.

The mainstays of the collective, Von and Kyra, are  
licensed therapists who share their mental health  
journeys candidly and with no chaser!

The sisters are bold and unique, taking the time to  
interact with their audience through laughter, tears,  
and puns that are intended.

FEATURED SPEAKERS

PRE-SYMPOSIUM RECEPTION
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Alexandria Ballard-Sims, BSN, RN
Henry Ford Health System 
 

Stacy Brand, MBA
Outreach Manager,  
University of Michigan Transplant  
Center, Michigan Medicine

Taneisha Campbell
Community Relations Coordinator,  
Gift of Life MOTTEP 

Remonia A. Chapman, BS, MDiv, DMin
Program Director,  
Gift of Life MOTTEP 

Teresa Clark
Vice President of Philanthropy,  
Eversight 

Debora Dearring, BBA
Organ Recipient,  
Volunteer for Gift of Life Michigan 

Erika Dudley, MBA, BSN, CNML
Director, Transplant Services,  
Children’s Hospital of Michigan

Autumn Harris, LLMSW
Family Service Coordinator,  
Gift of Life Michigan 

Janet Houghan
Project Director,  
Children’s Hospital of Michigan 

Amrish Jain, MD, FAAP
Medical Director,  
Pediatric Kidney Transplant Program,  
Children’s Hospital of Michigan

Rita L. Jordan, CPC
Certified Pre-Planning Consultant,  
O. H. Pye, III Funeral Home 

Christie Laster
Senior Community Liaison,  
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan 

Tanya E. Smith, BBA
Community Relations Coordinator,  
Gift of Life MOTTEP 

Cathy Warren, BS
Health Ministry Program Director,  
Donate Life Coalition of Michigan
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Local Resources
Henry Ford Behavioral Health —  
Detroit 
(800) 436-7936 
www.henryford.com/services/ 
behavioral-health 
(800) 422-1183 
(313) 874-6677

Sinai-Grace Behavioral  
Health Center 
(313) 966-2100 
www.dmc.org/locations/ 
detail/dmc-behavioral-health--- 
ardmore-clinic

Sinai-Grace Crisis Clinic 
(313) 966-4880 
(313) 966-1872

Detroit Central City Community  
Mental Health 
(313) 831-3160 
www.centralcityhealth.com/ 
services

Detroit Wayne Integrated  
Health Network 
(800) 241-4949 
www.dwihn.org

CNS Healthcare 
800-615-0411 
www.cnshealthcare.org

Crisis Helpline 
(313) 833-2500

Easter Seals Michigan 
(248) 372-6800 
www.easterseals.com

Free 24/7 Stay Well  
Counseling/Mental Health 
(888) 535-6136 #211 
www.michigan.gov

National Resources
Mental Health America 
(800) 273-TALK (8255) 
www.mhanational.org

Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
(800) 273-TALK (8255) 
www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org

NAMI: National Alliance  
on Mental Illness 
(800) 950-6264 
www.nami.org

The Association of  
Black Psychologists 
(301) 449-3082 
www.abpsi.org

The Anxiety and Depression  
Association of America 
(240) 485-1001 
adaa.org

Children’s Resources
Henry Ford Kingswood Hospital 
(248) 398-3200 
www.henryford.com/services/ 
behavioral-health/inpatient/ 
treatments/children-teens

New Oakland Family Centers  
(Family Mental Health Services) 
(800) 395-3223 
newoakland.org

The Children’s Center  
(infant – 18 years) 
(313) 262-1212 
www.thechildrenscenter.com

Crisis Care Center 
(313) 324-8557

Havenwyck Hospital 
(248) 373-9200 
www.havenwyckhospital.com

Southwest Counseling Solutions 
(Adults & Children) 
(313) 841-8900 
www.swsol.org

The Guidance Center  
(Adults & Children) 
(734) 785-7700 
www.guidance-center.org

Common Ground Resource &  
Crisis Center 
(800) 231-1127 
commongroundhelps.org/get-help

Oasis Hot Tub Garden
2301 S State St, Ann Arbor

1 hour soak

Sponsored by Autumn Harris

Racial Equity Lens Logic 
Model & Theory of Change 
Read-A-Thon Book Package
Sponsored by Humanistic Care, LLC

Douglas J Aveda Institute
333 Maynard, Ann Arbor

One 90 minute Aveda Facial with 
Eyebrow Wax

Sponsored by Autumn Harris

MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCES

GIVEAWAY SPONSORS

https://www.henryford.com/services/behavioral-health
https://www.henryford.com/services/behavioral-health
https://www.dmc.org/locations/detail/dmc-behavioral-health---ardmore-clinic
https://www.dmc.org/locations/detail/dmc-behavioral-health---ardmore-clinic
https://www.dmc.org/locations/detail/dmc-behavioral-health---ardmore-clinic
https://centralcityhealth.com/services
https://centralcityhealth.com/services
https://www.dwihn.org/
https://www.cnshealthcare.org/
https://www.easterseals.com/
https://www.michigan.gov/som
https://www.mhanational.org/
https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
https://www.nami.org/Home
https://abpsi.org/
https://adaa.org/
https://www.henryford.com/services/behavioral-health/inpatient/treatments/children-teens
https://www.henryford.com/services/behavioral-health/inpatient/treatments/children-teens
https://www.henryford.com/services/behavioral-health/inpatient/treatments/children-teens
https://newoakland.org/
https://www.thechildrenscenter.com/
https://havenwyckhospital.com/
https://www.swsol.org/
https://www.guidance-center.org/
https://commongroundhelps.org/get-help/


Mental Health Matters in Transplantation: Healing of the Mind and Body	  Page  13

Disclosure
Tenet Healthcare Organization Learning & Development Team 
and Children’s Hospital of Michigan make every effort to  
develop CME activities that are scientifically based, accurate,  
current and objectively presented. In accordance with the 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 
Standards for commercial Support, Tenet has implemented a 
mechanism requiring everyone in a position to control contents 
of an education activity (i.e., local CME coordinators, course  
director, planning committee members, peer reviewers, 
speakers, presenters, moderators, etc.) to disclose any relevant 
financial relationships with commercial interests and manage/
resolve any conflicts of interest prior to the activity. Individuals 
must disclose to participants the existence or non-existence of 
financial relationships for themselves as well as their spouses/
partners at the time of the activity and/or 12 months prior.

The following have no financial relationship to disclose:
Ernest Franklin, MD, FACS, OL&D — CME Lead

Amrish Jain, MD, FAAP — Course Director

Alexandria Ballard-Sims, BSN — Planning Committee

Stacy Brand, MBA — Planning Committee

Taneisha Campbell — Planning Committee

Remonia Chapman, BS, MDiv, DMin — Planning Committee

Teresa Clark — Planning Committee

Debora Dearring, BS — Planning Committee

Erika Dudley, MBA, BSN, CNML — Planning Committee

Autumn Harris, LLMSW — Planning Committee

Janet Houghan – Planning Committee

Marissa Jarrett, MA Edu, CHES — Speaker

Rita L. Jordan, CPC, CCSP — Planning Committee

Christie Laster — Planning Committee

Tanya Smith, BBA — Planning Committee

Cathy Warren, BS — Planning Committee

Darshit Bakhai, LMSW — Speaker

Patricia Berberet, RN, BSC, CCTC — Speaker

Cindy Bjorkquist, BA, MS — Speaker

Danielle Busby, PhD — Speaker

Clive Callender, MD, D SC, FACS — Speaker

Remonia Chapman, BS, MDiv, ThD — Speaker

Jason Denny, MD — Speaker/Moderator

Dorrie Dills, RN, BSN, MHA, CPTC — Speaker

Mark Feldbush, D Min — Speaker

Dayja Foster, BA — Speaker

Sibyl Glenn, BRE, MA — Speaker

Darla Granger, MD, MBA — Speaker

Artelia Griggs, MS (MT-ASCP) — Speaker

Lawanda Harper-McClendon, BSW — Speaker

Rita L. Jordan, CPC, CCSP — Speaker

Jocelyn McCrae, PhD, LP — Speaker

Anita Moncrease, MD, MPH — Speaker

Maria Olsowy, LMSW, CCTSW — Speaker

Sarah Scantamburlo, MSW, MS, PA-C — Speaker

Deanna Sklarski, LMSW — Speaker

Vernon Tounsel, BS — Speaker

Meghan Zechmeister, LMSW — Speaker

Special thanks to  
Jennifer Tislerics (left) 
and Kristine Wise (right) 
of Gift of Life Michigan 
for their support  
and expertise.

Commercial Support
This CME event does not have commercial support.

Accreditation and Credit Designation
Tenet Healthcare is accredited by the Accreditation Council for 
Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing education 
for physicians.

Tenet Healthcare designated this live activity for a maximum  
of 7.50 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™. Physicians should 
claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their 
participation in the activity.

Completion of this event by psychologists will provide  
7.5 CE hours. Wayne State University Department of  
Psychology is approved by the American Psychological  
Association to sponsor continuing education for psychologists. 
Wayne State University Department of Psychology maintains 
responsibility for this program and its content. Please direct 
questions about continuing education to Dr. Mark Lumley at: 
mlumley@wayne.edu.

Transplant Certification: The American Board for Transplant 
Certification (ABTC) has approved this educational offering  
for 7.5 Category 1 Continuing Education Points for  
Transplant Certification (CEPTCs). (Approved CEPTC  
Program Number 500-242).

Social Work: This course is approved by the NASW-Michigan 
Social Work Continuing Education Collaborative. Approval 
#011222-03 (7.5 CE hours)

The provider of this educational event has designed the  
program so that it may be considered by participants to use as 
continuing education to enhance the professional knowledge 
and pastoral competency of chaplains certified through the 
Board of Chaplaincy Certification Inc.® an affiliate of the  
Association of Professional Chaplains®.

The National Association of Catholic Chaplains has approved 
this educational program for 7.5 Continuing Education Hours.

ACTIVITY INFORMATION
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A celebration 
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